Determining Image Properties of a Non-local File Through ASP

By Lawrence Finn

Recently, my friends and I decided to make a site similar to www.hotornot.com.  We wanted to allow users to just put the URL of an image they want displayed on the site and the image would eventually be displayed.  However, some people put images that were too large and distorted the layout of the website.  We attempted to make every image a set length and width, but that was disproportional and stretched out most of the images.  I found a file by Mike Shaffer called IMGSZ.  I attempted to make the script work with local files, but I had troubles.  I wrote a file based on the size defining algorithms in IMGSZ that would also pull the image from a remote website using XML.  It works very similarly to what IMGSZ should and I would like to note his help on this.  The only flaw is that it only supports GIF and JPG files, which are the only files I needed to support.

The syntax to use getSize is as follows:

someBoolean = getSize(URL, width, height, depth, flType)

· someBoolean will be set to true or false based on whether the script was able to determine the images attributes

· URL is an input stating the URL of the image, such as http://www.4guysfromrolla.com/images/newbanner.gif

· Width will be set to the width of the image, or –1 if the script failed

· Height will be set to the height of the image, or –1 if the script failed

· Depth will be set to the depth of the image, or –1 if the script failed

· FlType will be set to the type of file the image was, GIF or JPG

A major problem with IMGSZ was that it did not use binary string functions such as midb and lenb.  Since all images are binary, these functions are required opposed to mid and len.

